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For any entrepreneur, investor or project 

leader, Tahiti and her islands offer many 

opportunities for development and 

growth.

Our country, with its history, its culture 

and its difference, offers exceptional 

tranquillity and stability, guaranteed 

by the French state, a unique geographical location at the crossroads of continents, and dynamism 

brought by its young, enthusiastic graduate population, always eager to learn.

Tahiti and her Islands, French Polynesia, through its recent infrastructure, its modernity, its connection 

with the world through high-speed broadband networks is now the destination for those seeking 

genuine development opportunities in the fields of hotel and tourism activities, the blue economy, 

digital economy, innovation, real estate and other sectors yet.

For twenty years now French Polynesia has faced a chronic housing shortage. Major construction 

delays accumulated over the years have created a worrying situation for the future. As a result, today, 

if we want to meet the needs, we should ensure 30,000 housing units are built before 2030. This is a 

colossal challenge at the scale of French Polynesia but an exceptional opportunity for investors willing 

to take up this challenge with the help and support of the French Polynesian government.

Are you interested in the prospects offered?

Do you have a project?

We can support you and help you make it concrete.

It is now time that we met.

In search of new opportunities, choose French Polynesia
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In 2017, French Polynesia had 94,600 residential units, an increase 
over the last two years, but well below the current and future 
needs. Furthermore, this market has very specific characteristics 
in Polynesia: de-cohabitation of families, diminution of precarious 
housing, population pressure, etc. The social and cultural realities 
of our islands and archipelagos require a particular approach 
of this market with increasingly compelling needs. This means 
building a minimum average of more than 1,800 homes per year 
over the next 10 years, in all categories.

In addition, the Government is committed to a “3,000 housing 
units” plan from 2018 to 2020. It provides for 1,000 housing 
units being built annually, with the financial assistance of the 
Government. In 2018, the first year of the Plan, 1,624 homes 
were approved and the construction of 1,124 started in order 
to diversify the supply of social and intermediate housing. More 
generally, in 2018, 4,200 housing applications were identified 
*(+ 8.5% compared to 2017), a figure on the rise, as a logical 
manifestation of the growing demand.

* IEOM estimates between January and September 2018

In 2018, French Polynesia had 277 400 inhabitants, a population 
experiencing a demographic transition with constant aging and 
continuously growing life expectancy: 79 years for women and 75 years 
for men (85 years and 79 years respectively in Metropolitan France). 
The general population has a standard of living higher than the one 
of the neighbouring island states, with a full-time equivalent average 
gross monthly salary of XPF 323,000. This level of income guarantees 
the solvency of households and improves their purchasing power.
Household real estate investment is dynamic as evidenced by the 
increase in outstanding home loans: 5.9% in 2018, more than one point 
above the previous year and more than double compared to 2016. This 
trend is maintained thanks to the incentive effect of the rate cut, with a 
strong production for home loans which reached over the year a total 
of XPF 33.2 billion.

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE IN FRENCH POLYNESIA    
A CHALLENGE FOR THE COUNTRY, 
A GUARANTEED MARKET FOR INVESTORS

A MARKET 
SUPPORTED BY 
A STRONG ECONOMY     
AND SUPPORT SCHEMES 
FOR BUYERS  
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SOCIAL HOUSING - 
A CONSIDERABLE 
INVESTMENT POTENTIAL  

Major programming of social housing for the future involves a 
financial mechanism which includes a substantial budget of over 
XPF 11.9 billion in the new State / French Polynesia draft Agreement. 
The most telling indicator of this unprecedented growth is the 
amount of French Polynesia’s commitments, an amount that tripled 
in four years to a record level of more than XPF 16.4 billion at the end 
of 2017 compared to about XPF 5.6 billion four years earlier. 

Investing in social housing is today a promising initiative, given the 
extent of the needs and significant growth prospects in this market 
segment. For this, you will need to lodge an application with the 
French Polynesian Ministry of Housing, for an authorization as a 
private social housing organization (OLSP) issued by the Council of 
Ministers. 

The emergence of new operators in the social housing market has 
been wanted by the Government to boost housing supply and 
cope with a soaring demand. This also reflects the concern of the 
authorities to obtain some regulating effect for the costs of housing 
output by intensifying competition. 

INCENTIVES TO SUPPORT OLSPS  

Private social housing organizations are licensed operators, 
authorized to conduct real estate programmes specifically designed 
to supply capped rent housing in compensation for the financial aid 
provided by the Government. This results from the enforcement of 
the French law for Economic Development of Overseas Territories 
(LODEOM).

Thus, since August 2014, government-approved OLSPs can benefit 
from LODEOM in order to build social housing. And since August 
2016, new local legislation allows operators to complement the 
financing by adding the government financial aid capped at 20% of 
the construction cost for each approved project.

INVESTING 
IN SOCIAL HOUSING:  
A GROWING MARKET     
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Tax incentive measures for investments provided for in the third 
part of the Tax Code of French Polynesia are an accompanying 
arrangement aiming to support the development of structuring 
projects and in particular real estate projects : construction of 
vacant housing, parking lots and other constructions. 

An application for approval must be filed with the secretariat of 
the advisory committee on tax approvals (CCAF) wich is currently 
provided by the Investment Promotion Authority of French 
Polynesia.

In 2018, the Government granted the private housing sector the 
benefit of local tax exemption. Private housing is defined as “non-
subsidized housing”. In practical terms, this is residential housing, 
excluding social, very social or intermediate housing. The local 
tax exemption mechanism consists in a tax cut requested by the 
developer, which may represent 15% of the investment project 
cost. Part of this benefit granted must be reflected in the level of 
the final sales price. The corresponding programmes must deal 
with the construction of housing for persons who will occupy the 
dwellings as their primary residence, with no conditions imposed 
regarding price, income, or rents. The accommodation must be 
offered for sale or lease, unfurnished. The total amount of the 
investment programme is at least XPF 500 million and not more 
than XPF 1.5 billion if the programme is located on the island of 
Tahiti. The threshold is XPF 250 million and not more than XPF 1.5 
billion if the programme is located on an island other than Tahiti. 
The construction cost must not exceed XPF 250,000 per m² (all 
taxes included) of living area. An application for approval must 
be submitted to the Secretariat of the Advisory Committee on Tax 
Exemption Approvals (CCAF), which is currently provided by the 
Polynesian Investment Authority (DPI).

Equity capital 100
Bank loan 750
Local tax-exemption contribution(1) 150

TYPE OF FINANCING  XPF MF AMOUNT

 TOTAL  1000
(1) Calculation: approved tax-exemption base (XPF 1000 M) X tax credit 
rate of the eligible area (eg 20%) X project on-lending rate (75%) = XPF 
150 million.

A DYNAMIC CONSTRUCTION SECTOR,    
SUPPORTED BY AN ACTIVE 
SUPPLY SUPPORT POLICY 

n  THE FRENCH POLYNESIAN TAX EXEMPTION MECHANISM  

n  PRIVATE HOUSING  
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Investors can benefit from the local tax exemption system if they 
build car parks. The investment programmes for parking lots 
consist in building car parks with equipment and facilities, either 
on their own or integrated into a building whose building permit 
was issued before 31 December 2020. However, underground 
parking structures are not eligible and parking constructions 
made for occupants of residential buildings are eligible under the 
sector to which they belong. The parking structure is to present 
aesthetic characteristics contributing to its integration and the 
embellishment of the space where it is located (facade covering 
by wood or metal sluices, plant cell walls, colourful designs or 
other props).

The local tax exemption mechanism consists in a tax credit 
applied for by the developer, which may represent 30 to 45% of 
the amount of the investment project. The total amount of the 
investment program is at least XPF 100 million.

Equity capital 10
Bank loan 60/45
Local tax-exemption contribution(1) 30/45

TYPE OF FINANCING  XPF MF AMOUNT

 TOTAL  100
(1) Calculation: approved tax-exemption base (XPF 100 million) X tax credit 
rate of the eligible area (eg 40% / 60%) X project on-lending rate (75%) = 
XPF 30/45 million.

n  PARKING LOT CONSTRUCTION   

Investors can benefit from the local tax exemption system 
when investing in programmes under the “Other real estate 
construction” scheme which consists in constructing unequipped 
buildings for the exercise of economic activities other than those 
falling in other eligible sectors.

The local tax exemption mechanism consists in a tax credit 
applied for by the developer, which may represent 30% of the 
amount of the investment project. The total amount of the 
investment programme is at least XPF 300 million for Tahiti and 
XPF 150 million for the other islands. 

Equity capital 10
Bank loan 200
Local tax-exemption contribution(1) 90

TYPE OF FINANCING  XPF MF AMOUNT

 TOTAL  300
(1) Calculation: approved tax-exemption base (XPF 300 million) X tax credit 
rate of the eligible area (eg 40%) X project lending rate (75%) = XPF 90 
million.

n  OTHER REAL ESTATE 
      CONSTRUCTION    
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Determined to support home ownership, the Government of 
French Polynesia has improved the mechanism for household 
investment support (AIM) to facilitate accessibility to low-income 
households. XPF 1.1 billion were injected for this purpose in 2018. 
Support for household investment (AIM) is a financial aid 
intended to encourage households to become homeowners or 
to enable them to finance development, expansion or renovation 
works in their main house. AIM is for French Polynesian residents 
only (including SCI – real estate investment companies).  

The aid is capped at XPF 4 million for households with financial 
resources lower than three times the minimum wage, for the 
acquisition or construction of a new home as their main residence 
and up to 100m² of living area. The aid is capped at XPF 2 million 
for the development, expansion and renovation works, within the 
limit of 30% of the quotes (all taxes included). These measures 
apply according to specific household resource criteria.

In the same vein, in order to promote economic and social development in the islands other than Tahiti, the 
Government has implemented an inter-island sea freight subsidy for certain goods, including building materials 
(dock-to-dock only), with the aim of reducing transport costs for both professionals and individuals who wish to 
build or develop housing in the outer islands.

In 2016, a financial aid for dividing jointly owned property was established. Indeed, if the land for a construction 
project is in a situation of joint ownership, one of the joint owners may qualify for individual aid for releasing his/
her share (AISI). This mechanism, targeted at families with the most modest incomes, aims to facilitate and enable 
the procedures for allotting shares of undivided jointly-owned property. The Government bears the costs associated 
with decisions related to dividing the estate of a deceased, up to XPF 5 million. And, since 2018, a Land Court has 
been established, which makes more land available for housing construction.

n  SUPPORT FOR HOUSEHOLD INVESTMENT 

n  SUPPORT FOR CARGO SHIPPING    

n  PERSONAL AID FOR DIVIDING JOINTLY-OWNED PROPERTY     
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USEFUL CONTACTS
Invest in Tahiti, - Investment Promotion Authority of French Polynesia 1

1st Floor - Annex Building of the Vice-Presidency of French Polynesia 
24 Avenue Dupetit-Thouars, Papeete - Tahiti, P.O. Box 1677 - 98713 Papeete - TAHITI 
Tel: +689 40 50 56 00 - Fax: +689 40 50 56 01 
secretariat@dpi.gov.pf – www.investintahiti.pf

Presidency of French Polynesia
in charge of Territorial Equality 
and International relations 2

Quartier Broche, Avenue Pouvana’a a Oopa, 
Papeete - Tahiti, 
P.O. Box 2551 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti 
Tél.: +689 40 47 20 00 – Fax : +689 40 47 21 10
capr@présidence.pf - www.presidence.pf

Vice Presidency of French Polynesia
Ministry of Economy and Finance,
in charge of major investment projects,
international air transport
and blue economy 3

24 avenue Dupetit-Thouars, Papeete - Tahiti
P.O. Box 2551 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti
Tél.: +689 40 47 83 83 - Fax : +689 40 47 83 02
secretariat@vp.gov.pf - www.presidence.pf

High Commissioner of the Republic 
in French Polynesia 4

Avenue Pouvana’a a Oopa, Papeete - Tahiti
P.O. Box 115 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti
Tél.: +689 40 46 87 00 - Fax : +689 40 46 87 69
dmme@polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr
www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr

Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Services and Trades (CCISM)
Business Development and Registration Center (CDFE) 5

41 rue du Docteur Cassiau, Papeete - Tahiti
P.O. Box 118 - 98 713 Papeete - Tahiti
Tél.: +689 40 47 27 47 – Fax : +689 40 54 07 01
cdfe@ccism.pf - www.ccism.pf

Land Affairs Department 6

Rue Dumont d’Urville, Immeuble Te Fenua - Orovini, Papeete - Tahiti 
P.O. Box 114 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti 
Tél.: +689 40 47 18 18 – Fax : +689 40 47 19 17
daf.direction@foncier.gov.pf - www.daf.pf

Taxation Department (DICP) 7

11 rue du Commandant Destremau, Papeete – Tahiti 
P.O. Box 80 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti
Tél.: +689 40 46 13 13 – Fax : +689 40 46 13 00
directiondesimpots@dicp.gov.pf - www.contributions.gov.pf

Regional Customs Department
Motu Uta, Papeete - Tahiti 
P.O. Box 9006 CTC - 98715 Motu Uta - Tahiti
Tél.: +689 40 50 55 50 - Fax : +689 40 43 55 45
dr-polynesie@douane.finances.gouv.fr 
www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Douanes

Department General for Economic Affairs (DGAE)
Fare Ute, Papeete - Tahiti
P.O. Box 82 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti
Tél.: +689 40 50 97 97 - Fax : +689 40 43 44 77
dgae@economie.gov.pf - www.dgae.gov.pf

1. INSTITUTIONS

2. FORMALITIES TO 
      START A BUSINESS 



Department of Employment, Training and Occupational Integra-
tion (SEFI) 8

Rue Tepano Jaussen, Immeuble Papineau, Papeete - Tahiti, 
P.O. Box 540 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti 
Tél.: +689 40 46 12 12 - Fax : +689 40 46 12 18
sefi@sefi.pf - www.sefi.pf

Labor Department (TRAV) 9

Rue Tepano Jaussen, Immeuble Papineau, Papeete - Tahiti, 
P.O. Box 308 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti 
Tél.: +689 40 50 80 00 - Fax : +689 40 50 80 05
directiondutravail@travail.gov.pf - www.directiondutravail.gov.pf

Social welfare Fund - Caisse de Prévoyance Sociale (CPS)
11 Avenue du Commandant Chessé, Papeete - Tahiti, 
P.O. Box 1 - 98713 Papeete - Tahiti 
Tél.: +689 40 41 68 68 - Fax : +689 40 42 46 06
info@cps.pf - www.cps.pf

Statistical Institute of French Polynesia (ISPF) 10

Rue Edouard Ahne, Immeuble UUPA, Papeete - Tahiti, 
P.O. Box 395 - 98713 Papeete -Tahiti 
Tél.: +689 40 47 34 34 - Fax : +689 40 42 72 52
ispf@ispf.pf - www.ispf.pf

French Overseas Central Bank (IEOM) 11

21 Rue du Docteur Cassiau, Papeete - Tahiti, 
P.O. Box 583 - 98713 Papeete - TAHITI 
Tél.: +689 40 50 65 00  Fax : +689 40 50 65 03
secretariat.direction@ieom.pf - www.ieom.fr/polynesie-francaise

3. STATISTICS

INSTITUTIONS
n  High Commissioner of the Republic (HC):  
 www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr
n  Presidency of French Polynesia (PR):  www.presidence.pf
n  Assembly of French Polynesia (APF): www.assemblee.pf 12

n  Economic, Social, Environmental and Cultural Council of French 
Polynesia (CESEC):  www.cesec.pf

n  Association for the Promotion of Municipalities in French Polyne-
sia (SPCPF): www.spc.pf

n  Public Service of French Polynesia:  
 www.net.pf ou www.service-public.pf

ADMINISTRATIVE FORMALITIES 
IN THE MATTER OF CONSTRUCTION 
n  Town Planning Department (SAU): www.urbanisme.gov.pf
n  Environmental Department of French Polynesia (DIREN):  
 www.service-public.pf/diren
n  Health and Public Sanitation (CHSP):  
 www.hygiene-publique.gov.pf

ADMINISRATIVE FORMALITIES 
IN THE MATTER OF PLANT HEALTH
n  Biosecurity Department (DBS):  
 www.service-public.pf/biosecurite
n  Customs: www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Douanes

PROFESSIONAL CHAMBERS AND COMMITTEES
n  Board of Notaries: www.notairestahiti.com
n  Bar Association: www.barreau-avocats.pf
n  Architects’ Association: www.architectes.pf
n  Association of Chartered Accountants: www.oecpf.pf

INTERPROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
n  French Employer Federation (MEDEF): www.medef.pf
n  Confederation of Small and Medium-sized Businesses (CPMEPF): 

www.cpmepf.com

BANKS
n  Banque Socredo : www.socredo.pf
n  Banque de Polynésie : www.sg-bdp.pf
n  Banque de Tahiti : www.banque-tahiti.pf
n  Company for the Financing and Development of French Polynesia 

(SOFIDEP): www.sofidep.pf

PUBLIC SERVICE FOR ACCESS TO LAW 
IN FRENCH POLYNESIA 
 www.lexpol.pf

Papeete City Hall : www.ville-papeete.pf 13

4. USEFUL WEBSITES
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The Investment Promotion Authority of French Polynesia (IPA), a public department operating under the supervision of the Vice-
Presidency of French Polynesia, is a true “one-stop shop” for foreign investors.
Privileged contact between project initiators and the institutional entities of French Polynesia, the Investment Promotion Authority of 
French Polynesia offers you a free support and follow-up all the administrative procedures required by your project.

THE INVESTMENT PROMOTION 
AUTHORITY OF FRENCH POLYNESIA

ITS MAIN MISSIONS: 

n  promotion of investments and exports;
n  reception and support to investment project initiators in  
 regard to administrative and financing steps;
n  control of investors’ compliance with commitments;
n  coordination of investment projects;
n  coordination of communication around investment projects; 
n  Drafting and organization of regulations.

THE IPA ALSO TAKES CHARGE OF: 

n the Advisory Committee for Tax Approval’s secretarial work;
n  reviewing requests for opinion by the State as part of the  
 national tax-exemption scheme;
n review and follow-up of applications for approval of tax  
 measures for the completion of major investments in French  
 Polynesia;
n  review and follow-up of applications for prior authorization or  
 declarations relating to foreign investments in French  
 Polynesia.
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